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The 2013 MY Audi A8 Model Line 

HERNDON, Va., August 27, 2012 – Audi of America introduces the 2013 MY Audi A8 model line. 

Embodied with superior design and progressive advancements in engineering, technology, and 

performance, the Audi A8 continues to lead the way for Audi as its flagship vehicle. For 2013, 

the Audi A8 model line not only retains its prestigious amenities from the previous year but also 

adds several significant changes including new engines with the first ever V6 gasoline and TDI® 

variants, innovative efficiency technologies, top and corner view cameras, LED headlights with 

high beam assistant, and luxurious finishes. 

Performance
For the 2013 model year, the A8 model line expands from two models to five models. The new 

3.0T supercharged V6 and new 4.0T twin-turbo V8 engines are faster and maintain exceptional 

driving characteristics versus the outgoing 4.2 liter V8 engine. The 3.0T V6 produces an 

exhilarating 333 hp and 325 lb-ft of torque and accelerates from 0 to 60 mph in 5.5 seconds.  

The Audi A8 4.0-liter TSFI biturbo V8 engine features an all-new powertrain that produces  

420 hp and 444 lb-ft of torque and seamlessly goes from 0 to 60 mph in 4.7 seconds. All engines 

are mated to an eight-speed Tiptronic automatic transmission with the confidence-inspiring  

Audi quattro all-wheel drive system.    

For further improvements in fuel economy, Audi has implemented Audi cylinder on demand 

technology for the new 4.0T V8 engine and start-stop technology for the V6 engine. The cylinder 

on demand technology allows the A8 to operate in four-cylinder mode during highway driving 

conditions. When power is needed from all eight cylinders, the other four cylinders automatically 

and instantaneously reignite.  

The start-stop technology of the 3.0T uses the same idea as turning on and off a light switch —  

if you leave a room and don’t need the light, you turn it off. While the car is at a prolonged 

idle with the driver’s foot on the brake pedal, such as stopped at a red traffic light, the engine 

temporarily turn off and then turn back on as the driver releases his foot from the brake pedal. 

Audi dynamic steering, which varies the effort as well as the steering ratio, and Audi drive 

select are featured in the A8. Audi drive select allows drivers to adjust throttle response and 

transmission settings, as well as configure vehicle driving characteristics exactly to their liking 

with their choice of Comfort, Auto, Dynamic or Individual settings. In the S8, the Audi drive 

select system also can control the adaptive damping suspension and quattro sport differential.
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The newly-available Sport plus package includes dynamic steering, adaptive air suspension-

sport, Audi quattro with sport differential and 265/40 summer performance tires. The Sport plus 

package produces a more dynamic ride.  

The 500 horsepower W12, powered by the 6.0 liter W12 engine, represents the pinnacle of the 

A8 model line with an available Executive Rear Seat package that makes traveling by car more like 

the finest business class air travel complete with reclining seat, footrest, and heated and cooled 

— as well as massage — seat functions. Two rear LCD screens that operate independently are 

available for rear seat passengers to use with BLUETOOTH® headphones to enjoy watching DVDs 

or listening to music while following the Google Earth map navigation of their journey. 

For the more performance-oriented driver, the all-new Audi S8 delivers incredibly composed 

acceleration from 0 to 60 in just 3.9 seconds. Please see the separate S8 press information for 

more details. 

Exterior 

From the headlights to the taillights, the Audi A8 is the design and technology flagship of the 

Audi brand. The design of the A8 conveys prestige and elegance. The unmistakable LED daytime 

running lights, along with the Singleframe® grille, immediately signify the presence of the A8. 

LED lighting technology is efficient, illuminates better and generates less heat than conventional 

bulbs. The A8 keeps in mind not only the needs of the driver but also those of other drivers with 

the LED high beam assistant. By using mirror-mounted sensors, the MY2013 A8 is able to detect 

oncoming car headlights and taillights from oncoming vehicles and automatically adjusts the 

high beams before glare becomes an issue for other drivers. The A8 3.0T has chrome-tipped oval 

tailpipes, while the 4.0T and W12 have chrome-tipped trapezoidal tailpipes.  

Interior
Benchmark design and meticulous craftsmanship are hallmarks of the Audi A8 interior.  The A8 

comes with standard 18-way adjustable seats or available 22-way comfort front seats using 

the finest materials to make any long drive enjoyable. The Audi A8 seats are well equipped with 

Valetta leather or the option of Valcona leather or cross stitched design Valcona leather. The 

well-appointed Valcona leather is a special grain of soft leather that gives the A8 its exclusive 

and modern look. The available 22-way Comfort Seats come equipped with multiple speeds of 

cooling and personalized massage functions, perfect for the commute home or extended drives.  
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Audi of America
2013 Audi A8/S8/W12

REVISED JULY 2012 
All information subject to change For additional media queries, contact: Mark.Dahncke@audi.com

Genuine wood inlays and ambient lighting create an exclusive atmosphere for a remarkable 

sanctuary. The available Rear Seat Comfort package spares no expense by providing power rear 

seats with massage functions, two vibrant ten-inch screens on the backs of the front seats, a 

refrigerator, and rear-seat ventilation.  A heated steering wheel is added for the driver.    

 

Driver Assistance
New to the 2013 model year are available top and corner view cameras.  Four cameras are placed 

strategically around the vehicle to allow the driver to have a “bird’s-eye view” while parking and 

the confidence to park in practically any environment. 

Audi offers several advanced technology features for A8, including Audi adaptive cruise control 

with “stop & go” and “brake guard” capability, which can detect stationary vehicles and apply full 

braking below 19 mph.  

Other technology features also available on the 2013 A8 are Audi side assist, night vision 

assistant, and Audi pre sense plus technologies. The Audi A8 incorporates driver assistance 

technologies to make the driving experience easier and more enjoyable.  

Audi connect
Audi connect enables first-to-market Google Earth integration, which redefines the navigation 

experience. The realistic, panoramic views and high-resolution 3D satellite and aerial 

imagery provide drivers with a better navigation experience. Audi connect with Google Earth 

also improves visual orientation with a “camera zoom” feature that allows closer views of 

surroundings or destinations. Added to the high resolution of Google Earth imagery is an 

overlay of street mapping data provided through Audi MMI Navigation plus and real-time traffic 

information available via SiriusXM Traffic subscription (four-year subscription now is standard). 

Audi connect also provides an industry-first factory vehicle integration of Wi-Fi service. This 

unprecedented mobile hot spot capability for passengers allows connections for up to eight  

Wi-Fi devices and permits passengers to connect to the Internet to read email, surf the Web, 

stream music, play games, etc. The Google Voice™ Local Search also is a first as part of  

Audi connect to enable more intuitive requests for points of interest as well as to provide  

access for up-to- date information. Other features include real-time information, such as 

weather, fuel prices and streaming news feeds.
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